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Images spread out to the spirit's gaze, or the direct
utterance of a divine message. Still, this mysterious
contact of the mind with the supernatural is regarded
as a fact, and so the dream assumes the appearance of a
higher order of experience. Its one point of attach-
ment to the experience of waking life lies in its
symbolic function; for the common form which this
supernatural view assumes is that the dream is a dim
prevision of corning events. Artemidorus, the great
authority on dream interpretation (oneiroeritics) for
the ancient world, actually defines a dream as "a
motion or fiction of the soul in a diverse form signify-
ing either good or evil to come ;" and even a logician
like Porphyry ascribes dreams to the influence of a
good demon, who thereby warns us of the evils which,
another and bad demon is preparing for us. The same
mode of viewing dreams is quite common to-day, and
many who pride themselves on a certain intellectual
culture, and who imagine themselves to be free from
the weakness of superstition, are apt to talk of dreams
as of something mysterious, if not distinctly ominous.
Nor is it surprising that phenomena which at first
sight look so wild and lawless, should still pass for
miraculous interruptions of the natural order of events.1
Yet, in spite of this obvious and impressive element
<>f the mysterious in dream-life, the scientific impulse
to illuminate the less known by the better known has
long since begun to play on this obscure subject.
Even in the ancient world a writer might here and

1 For a fuller account of the different modes of dream-interpre-
tation, see my article " Dream," in the ninth edition of the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica.